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♦Constructivism♦                                    





The “human impulse” (Brooks, J.G., & Brooks, M.G. (1993)) is the oomph that antagonizes the brain and consequently fosters a deeper understanding for learning. A students’ innate urge to inquire, connect, and make meaning is a natural born talent and an awesome asset in a constructivist’s environment.   In the following paragraphs, I’ll elaborate on my use of my fifth graders ‘impulses’ to drive me to teach more constructively.  I’ll highlight my use of prior knowledge, the idea of exploration, and the continuous need to reflect. I’m learning very quickly that accepting the theory of constructivism is, to some extent, believing in my own teaching abilities well enough to willingly expose myself to the unknown heights of teaching and learning.  In order for my scholars to “own their thinking”, I must own the process. 

In my ideal world, I would have the liberty to design my own schedule and routine.  Much of the day’s objectives would be integrated into a theme and the assignments would be project based. 
I would incorporate student input and requests when relevant to the learning objectives.  Students would be respected and recognized for their experiences, connections, and comments.  And as much as possible, I would prompt students with clues and appropriate manipulates. I would encourage students to debate the process and justify their solutions, all prior to my teaching.   Without a doubt, I would continue to value my responsibility as a leader by dedicating myself to observations and keen analysis of the comments. The overall outcome would be a classroom dynamic in structure and powerful in practice. The energy would be contagious and the learning would be for long term gains.  Students would go beyond the role playing of mathematicians, scientist, and linguists and instead own the titles by becoming naturally immersed by real world interaction and problem solving situations.

Although my desires to incorporate constructivism are well intended, my current situation limits the implementation.  Here are a few practices that have been creatively incorporated into my fifth grade learning world.  First, I have allotted more time/days for prior knowledge building in the form of journaling, partner sharing, and the diagramming of specific concepts.  Prior knowledge has always been one of the best paths to follow when working with second language learners.  English learners need to know that they are smart, they are experienced, and their thoughts do contribute to the classroom’s success. Secondly, I have allowed my students more time to explore our class website of appropriate links as a way to tease the brain for more learning.  It’s especially impressive for my administrator who values technology, but has reservations on designated time blocks for exploration.  Third is simple, but significant - reflection.  Reflecting on the idea of learning is woven through out the school day.  I have held myself accountable for reflecting by setting a timer that chimes in every 40 minutes to remind me that students need time to process.  At times, it’s in the form of self talk, sharing with elbow partners, writing in a MBA notebook (My Brain Acquisition notebook), or simply taking a 1-2 minute breather to refocus on the objective.  Prior knowledge, exploration and reflection are only the first steps. But, I feel with every step I’m developing a more confident voice to defend my practice and empower my students.  Constructivism has a place in my teaching paradigm; the extent of its implementation is still to be decided. 
