Journey of the Forty-Niners                 Name:      
Directions: For each of the blank gray boxes, simply click once in the middle of the box and type the necessary information.  The box will expand to hold all the information you type.
Use the PBS WayBack website (http://pbskids.org/wayback/goldrush/journey.html) to answer the following questions:

1.  When did news of the California Gold strike hit the East?  
2.  What were the three main routes traveled by forty-niners?
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3.  Which was the shortest route in travel time?  
4.  Which was the shortest route in distance?  
Dig Deeper:  Click on the links of the individual routes to answer these questions: 

5.   Why did most Easterners travel the Oregon-California Trail instead of by ship?  
6.  What animals usually pulled the wagons for the overland travelers?  
7.  How many gold-seekers came on the Oregon-California Trail in 1849?  
8.  Many men lost their lives on the trail.  What was the biggest killer of these men?  
9.  In what present-day state can you find the Forty Mile Desert?  
10.  Most 49ers who traveled the Panama Shortcut got a surprise when they reached Panama City – what was it?  
11. Some travelers coming to California Around Cape Horn suffered from a disease because of a lack of vitamin C.  What is the name of that disease?  
12. Which route was the safest to the gold fields?  
